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A pilot who was fired after his gun discharged in the cockpit is back at work after an arbitrator ordered him reinstated.

said Friday that Jim Langenhahn resumed training on Monday after an 18-month disciplinary suspension.

The airline said as part of the federal arbitrator's decision to reinstate Langenhahn, he will be barred from carrying a gun in the cockpit. After the 2001 terror attacks in which hijackers armed with knives seized four jetliners, pilots lobbied for the right to carry guns in the cockpit.

A 2002 federal law allowed pilots to carry handguns on board if they took part in a program run by the Transportation Security Administration, which includes a week of weapons training.

Langenhahn's gun fired shortly before landing on a March 2008 flight from Denver to Charlotte, N.C. Langenhahn, a former Air Force pilot, said he was putting his .40-caliber pistol away when it discharged.

The bullet ripped through the cockpit wall and fuselage. None of the passengers or crew members were hurt.
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Through the union, Langenhahn declined to comment. In a letter to the union president, he thanked the union members and attorney who lobbied for his reinstatement and helped him financially. He called it a "long and painful ordeal."

"We are happy to have him back," said union spokesman James Ray. "The company overreacted. Capt. Langenhahn has had a distinguished and untarnished record in his time at US Airways.[image: image2.bmp]
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Langenhahn's case was strengthened when the Department of Homeland Security faulted the design of holsters used by pilots who carry their weapons on board planes. The department's inspector general said the design increased the chance of accidental discharge when pilots inserted their guns in the holsters.

The inspector general recommended that the TSA halt use of the locking holster and consider other methods for armed pilots to stow their weapons. The holsters have been in use since 2006.

TSA spokesman Nelson Minerly defended the holster design, saying they have been used "millions of times by thousands of (pilots) without incident."

"The system has been very reliable," he said.

Langenhahn began pilot training Monday at US Airlines' flight training center in Charlotte, the carrier said in a brief statement. The reinstatement does not include back pay.

Mr. Jefferson is 62 years old, he is no longer in office, he has no prior criminal history,

he has never abused alcohol or narcotics, and he poses no danger to the public. Obviously,

incarceration is not needed to provide him with educational or vocational training, with medical

treatment, or with some other form of rehabilitation. The more pertinent question before the

court is what sort of sentence is required to deter others and to satisfy society’s legitimate need

to punish a violation of law.
In assessing the need for punishment, the defendant submits that the court can consider

Mr. Jefferson’s current circumstances: he is an infamous, bankrupt, former Congressman. The

prosecution related to Mr. Jefferson’s service as a member of the House of Representatives, and

he has lost that seat. Proceedings have also been initiated to strip him of his membership in the

bar. Whatever assets he has accumulated in his life, including his retirement savings, are being

sought in forfeiture proceedings. And his name will be forever associated with this case.

There is no one more painfully aware than Mr. Jefferson that the stain on his honor is

permanent and self-inflicted. He suffers in the knowledge that he has brought sorrow and

humiliation to his family, and dishonor to the House of Representatives. His legacy is not

merely tarnished, but it has been obliterated, and worst of all, his personal and professional

disgrace has been visited on his children, whose attempts to make their own way in the world

will now also require overcoming what the name, fairly or unfairly, has come to represent. This

is not to suggest that he has been “punished enough.” But the profound personal fallout from his

actions can be considered as one factor in determining what sort of judicial punishment is

“necessary” or “just.”

